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   CIPE Leading Practices Contest - Guidelines
CIPE is launching a contest to recognize innovation and good practice in the field of democratic and market reforms. The objective is to facilitate transfers of knowledge among CIPE’s partner network—to promote benchmarking and the replication of effective ideas. CIPE’s partners are among the world’s leading advocates for a strong private sector and democratic governance. We wish to illuminate their contributions and stimulate discussion about what really works.
A leading practice is an innovative method or process with the potential to significantly improve the performance of a partner initiative. The practice may influence decision making, increase capacity, or communicate the need for reform. While the term “best practice” implies a proven standard that can be applied universally, “leading practice” emphasizes innovation and effectiveness, and acknowledges the importance of adapting methods to local contexts.
The contest is a first step toward identifying leading practices, and will be followed by activities to publicize these practices, create dialogue, encourage benchmarking, and preserve knowledge for continued access.
Why participate?
· CIPE will bring a representative of the overall winner on an expenses-paid trip to Washington, DC, to share experiences and meet with donors, policy institutes, and other experts.
· CIPE will publicize the winners in each category.

· Raise the visibility of your organization.
· Discover new ideas and benchmarking opportunities.

· Educate others about your work.
· Get to know other CIPE partners.
Eligibility

· CIPE partners and former partners are eligible to enter.
· Each entry should fit the contest criteria and one of the categories described below.

· A leading practice does not have to be a CIPE project. It may be part of a project or a separate initiative.
· Each partner should be willing to share their experience and answer questions from other partners.

Categories

1. Policy Advocacy: advocacy techniques, regulatory reforms, mechanisms for policy dialogue or grassroots participation, or standards for the private sector.
2. Organizational Strengthening: membership development, finance, internal governance practices, or services and programs.
3. Communications and Education: Media strategies, educational programs on democratic and market principles, training methods, or awareness-raising techniques.
Criteria
· The practice should be relevant to other CIPE partners, and have the potential to make a significant difference. It should be possible to replicate or adapt the approach.
· There should be evidence that the practice is effective.
· The practice should be innovative. It may be a creative new approach or a better way to perform an existing process.
· The practice should already be implemented, not proposed. A practice implemented in the past should be sustained and still relevant.
How to participate

Complete the entry form, in which you will document the practice you are submitting.
Multiple submissions are allowed.

The deadline for submissions is April 15, 2011.

Submit your entry to partners@cipe.org

By participating in this competition you allow CIPE the right to publish your submissions online and in print.
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